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		Creating healthy, safe spaces for students and staff using school IPM 
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			School IPM, or Integrated Pest Management, is an approach for controlling pest problems without unnecessary pesticide use. If your school suffers from infestations of rats, cockroaches, lice or bedbugs, The Pest Defense for Healthy Schools can help. The Pest Defense, formerly known as Stop School Pests, is an online, school health training course for K-12 employees to improve school health. Users can choose from nine online courses, each created for different school staff groups.

Students spend an average of 30 hours each week in school. Therefore, an unhealthy learning environment with hazards from pests and pesticides has a profound effect on their health. For example, mice and cockroaches produce asthma-triggering allergens. In addition, over-reliance on pesticides exposes children and staff to dangerous chemicals. School IPM is a powerful tool for addressing these challenges. In fact, schools transitioning to IPM have reduced pest complaints and pesticide use by over 70%!

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends school IPM as a proven approach for creating healthy, safe spaces for students and staff. Start your training now and learn how you can make a difference at your school.
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			This work is supported in part by the National Education Association (NEA); the US EPA under the School IPM Grants opportunity (#X8-83558901); the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) under the Crop Protection and Pest Management Extension Implementation Program (#2014-70006-2248); and the University of Arizona Pest Management Center (APMC). Any opinions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the project partners and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NEA, EPA, USDA or the University of Arizona.

Learn more about supporting The Pest Defense for Healthy Schools here.
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